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HEN the smoke from Harry Thaw's

W plstol, which ended the life of

Stanford White fourteen Fears ago

cleared away there remalned o clond of

scandal which hoverad over the head of

Evelrn Thaw and has followed heér relent
lensly like o ourga erer since

YWhatever she has done, whichever way
she turned, misfortune has overtaken hor

“I'nfortunately,” sald Evelyn Thaw the
other dar, T was born with a pretty face
This gave me honorable employment as a
photographer's model, to be sure, but |t
slso brought that human vulture (nto my
Iife- Btanford White. Young, heaullful,
unfamiliar with the ways of the world, 1
drifted along ns the petied plavthing of
those two rich, influential,
wvorldly wise, s#ensgal men—Blanford
White and Harry Thaw. When my hus-
band killed White that July evening on the
Madlson Bquarae Roof Garden the drosmy
illusions of mr voung life weére Instanily
dispelled. 1 wcs only sizieen, 1 waked up
to face a hard, cold, resentful world. |
know pow the meanioz of the Bible troth
that ‘The wages of =in Is death’

When, atter (wo yeirs of uncerlaloties
she waa laft to her own resources, wilh
Harry Thaw definitely Impricsonad in an
asylum for the insane, Evelyn, stripped of
every shred of that Intangible thing known
as a woman's “reputation.” and stamped
with the gins of White and the crimes of

Thaw, started oul to =hape a new earcer
for herself

“l thought the world would forgive me
and let me win myse!f into its confidence,”
ehe saye, “if il saw that [ intended to live
down my girlhood’s nast aud prove mysel!
worthy of the vegard enyone o triea to
make an honest. industrions living de
serves. But T was mistaken™

Just the other day Evelyn, now the dis
vorced wife af Jack Cliford. the dancer,
was compelled to drop out of the cast of a
play In which ehe had been given the
Btar’s part because the aundiences would
ro! forgel that she had heen the sixtesn-
year-old girl who had bheem the plarthing
of Sizgnford White and for whom Harry
Thaw had kllled the architecl. And those
affalrs iad oveurred fourteen years sgo

j'The way of the (ransgressor i hard."
says Evelyn. “but 1 do not think it ought ,
to he filled with such stumbling blocks as
have strewn my path since that day when
the publlc a! laree fArst heard | existed—
the morning after the murder on the Madt-
ron Square roof. 1 have honesily tried to
‘maie good' in the public eye. But what.
ever T do, wherever ! go. whomever 1 love
end whoever loves me—always the spactre
of Stanford White and his studio and the
swing In which he rocked me to thought.
lessness, and the shot fired hy Harry Thaw
and the gruelling to which Distriet Attor-
ney Jorome subjected me—these things
gtare at me from every vantage pnint al
every #tep 1 lake to live down the past
Thers Eroms to be no merey for me—no
letting of bygones Le bygones ™

The plar in which Evelyn was to be
starred this sgason was a very good play.
aceording to the érities who saw it nod
reviewed [t Tt opened In Washington,
D. C.. and was booked for & tour of the
smaller cities of New York State, nfter
which It was to open on Broadway for a
metropolitan sesson.

The part asslgned to Evelyn, who was
sannounced on the programme simply as
“Migs Nesbll,” was that of a demure “lit.
tle sister”” wheze falth and loyalty saved
the hero from the enares lald for him.
Thera was nothing in the part to suggest
the voung woman of the world such as
Evelyn Thaw was at sixtesn years of age
Nomo of the lines or situntions reminded
the audlence of her own past lite. But
those audiences did not scem to care for
Evelyn Thaw in any sort of a part, even
in & play which they enjoyed enthusias.
tically. ™~

In Waenington, when the play opened
the newspapers spoke favoratly of the
play, but regretied that the manio of
Evalyn Nesbit appeared on the programme.
In Harrisburg, Wilkesbarre and [thaca,
where the play went afler {ts Washloztcon
engagement, the newspapers ‘‘regretted”

resourcaful,

ita

that the play apoiled for

audiences by the

P

herpine of New York's most sordid

WhE

crimipal iraxgedy of Tourleen years Ago
At laat, In Binghamton, N, Y.,
newspaners rald

‘Undoubtedly Llfss Nesbit's aame Ia

one of the

eed for no other reason than the hops
that it will draw the curious But ler

name falled to draw a larges sudlence to

the Opern Houee jnat night Her port was
no means indispensable’™
Realization that It was Lher name that
was nreventing neople from coming to s

the play eaysed Mlss Nesbit to bastlly re

tlgn wnd come back (o New York
maore haffled in her effort to rehabllitate
herself

“It was Just a anw reallzation™ she gavs
“muel T go thiough Ui to the Liter end
with the stain of Harry Thaw and Stax

ford White wrilten indelihly [orever on
mr forehend.”

Erelyn Thaw has turned her hand to
many tilngs since the [amous {raged
fourteen yoars ago, but the curse of the
oid maurder nnd Its revelations has pursued
her relaptiessls

Soon after the last trinl of Harry Thaw
she appearci Parin as 4 dancer. She
was widely heralded In

the guy Friench eapiial
and a larec salary was
pald to he the smuee
ment managemm thers

velleving that her ap
pearance would L= vast
I¥ profteble to
At that time no name
wis belter known, more
uolorious than hers
Alter

udinc=ment

them

claborats an
Ehe ap
pegrad at the Thestye
Marlgny. Her contract
called far two wesks’
enEagement, the mana
ECTS reserviog an o
tion for several add.-
Uonal weeks Bu: the
two  weeks were ail
The speclators at the
Theatre Marigny
watched her danoe with
& painful laek of In

terest. The patronaze
dropped off. Even b
hemian Taris wounld

not accept her. Disap-
pointed, she came back
to the United States

Not long after Evelyn
altempred agnin to earn
A CATCET AS o dancer on
the vaudevilie stage.
She wos widely adver-
tised. Her “net” was
like @ll other dancing
entertalnments in
vaudeville — richly
staged and impressive
There could he no
tdoudbt that she had
trained herself we!l and
that ahe was a far bet-
ter dancer than meny
Young women who
make & succeasful pro-
fesslon of the art, But
after only a few weoks
she was forced to aban.
don the éffort, Vaude-
ville theatra managers complained of the
critielsm to whieh they were subjected for
presenting her to thelr sudiences. Even
I Pittsburgh, her glribood home and aleo
the home of the Thaw family, the theatre
remaloed almost empty during the entire
week of her appearance there

“I wonderod If there was not some place
In the world where I would be given a
chance to show that I was just o sorry,
hopeful girl trying to do right" says
Evelyn, “so I took my company to Cennda

1 opened al the Roynl Alexandra Theatre
in Toroato.”

Here s what a Toronto mewspaper sald
a few days later: 7

“Evelyn Nesbit Thaw's (ntended con-
quest of Canada has proved to be a frost-

“}s There No Forgiveness for a Woman?
Must I Go Through Life with the Siain of
Harry Thaw and Stanford White
Forever on My Forehead?”

faunting of the

T

/

Evelyn Thaw and Her Son, Russell Thaw, in

Stage Costume.

bite, The mapagement had 1w rotwrn a
kreat deal of money 1o disgruntled patrovs
who wanted thelr monoy boel®

A motlon pletura promoter bellevod that
fMlm  sudiences thronghout the country
would aujoy seeing Evelyn re-enpct those
early chapters In her 1ifs on the scresn.
He signrd u contract with her, promising
fier o million dollars or more if she would
eppear before the camera, Here, thoush!
Evelyn, was an opportunity to explain to
the world just how sbrry she wuas. She
engaged special tutorr and learned to et
for the screen. Bub the plotof never was
exhibited. Thestre managers would not
Tun the risks

Other pictures In which Shoe appeared
bad only short perlods of sgecess, In sev

1C) 1020, International Feature Servies, Ioe

‘-9‘!

eral of mller ol throughout the
United States the patrone of the movie
thealres notified the theatrs owners thot
Llye would not allow thelr daughters Lo
natronize thel sntre if they shownd

mea In which Evelyn Thaw appearvadl, and

» the plelurs ulrawn from the
markoet ‘And vei they wore pic-
Ture "sald Evelyn, "sach any audisnee

would only forget

would enjoy h
con k bad girl, the victim

that T onee bl
of cruel men ™

A theatrical ma ger then thought dt

would be a stroke of good policy to i
Mrs. Thaw ou! over the country In w play.
Hyelyn studied ard to learn the par

Those famllinr with the stoge who =aw
Hor relisarsals in New York declarod that
glie had beonme an acromplizhed aclress
Bt it met anly lragedy NOWw It was
ten ¥ears after the Thaw-White secandal,
¥ou & Catholle priest In Kansag Clty,

Futher Alexander W Chapola, said from
his pulpit the Sunday before the opeéning
af the play In h pity

“Tomorrow notorious woman comes
to ohe of our thoatyes I forpll any mem,
Yer of my parish atteading the theatra at
which ahe appear Il govd mon aad wo-
men go to see her thev onlv lend their
approval to the kind of lifo this woman
e

In Enoxviile, Tonn, the Church Federa-
tiom fgnored lier plens for "her chance"
and lssued o proclamation calling upon all
rood [ refrain from attending the
thenlre nl which she was to appear In
Rivlunond, Yo, Mayor Ainslee lssued an
order forbidding her W appear on the
Bluge of that elty when slia arrived thare
with the play “Marietta” The Mpyor sald:
“Mra. Thaw's wppenrance would be an out
tage Lo the sense of public decency.”
Evelyn defled the Masor and went thirough
her part at the Monday matinee. Sho was
promptly arrested, choarged with "unlow-
Tully eppearing on & publie stuge ta the
detriment of public morals and being a
common nuisance Lo all the cltizens of this
commuonwealith ™

Greal fritain Lighte Heserved

Myrs. Thaw as a Sculptress.
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How conld 1
p unde peopla to
forget my past and
AC2aD L na
a good
woman and a faith-

tried to be—

(il mother—In
fuce of sunch croelty
a4 '

Thnw to:day.

Afler her

\ L e
A8 wifn

carly
robnfls on the slage
Mrs. Thaw studied
tfo be a sculptor
She had given
protilse of some
tulent along thin
line in her youth,
and Biaanford White had amused himself
by allowing her to play with ¢lay In his
studlo In the Madison Square Garxlen
towor, She soon recovered bor <kill and
artista declared that she had even excep-
tionzl ability at modellng. She opened a
studlo in East Twenty-fourth street, in
New York, and spent many months hard
al work

“Iul nn one would buy thom,"” says Mrs
Thaw, "I could not eéven persuade an art
gillory to give ma spaca for an exhibition
*We would be glad to show them anony
mously,’ the art dealers said to me, ‘for
thay raally are very good and our eus-
tomers ‘will be dalighted with them. Hut
no one would think of buying tham or of
giving the artist a commizelon {f they
knew the soulptor was Evelyn Thaw!®

“Whel coull I do? When | was a very
little girl I dreamed gowme day of making
beautiful forins loto bronze and morble
1o liva forever 08 a memory of me. Now [
had succesded, after long houra of study
and trinis, Iu developlng this talent, and
boafore me stood figuras that the art critics
gald were wonderfully goocd But hecause
they were done by Evelyn Thaw they must

s

Miss Evelyn Neshit, Sweet-faced and Onls eixt
in One of the P_hutographa Stanford ‘-‘{'h;ze l;‘o::::::
Copyright by Campbell Art Co.

be broken Into wits and thrown away. T
did not care for the money | wonld gérl by
selling them anonvinously 1 wanted
them to bin known by my nanyje—es a cr-a(.i"t,
fo the name two men [ dragged !'nt.o
the mire. But this dooy cloged to me and
1 -.lw-m brek to my other offorts. " '
t was then Mrs. Thaw me

Jack Clfford, formerly a ju'ck;ym;:r l'.!o{‘l::
Edward, and who bud hocoms a vaudeviile
tancer of nota. As Clifford's periner she
apnin esraved vaudeville and the len!lnmi;n-
flage. bul her seasons were short and su-
‘h-c-.m--; few. Audiences would not receive

Br,

“And the shadow of the Madlson Squars
Garden tragedy even fell nyver my lrst and
anly real romuance ™ says Mrs Thaw "‘\ly
husband could not shaks It off,. It ;nt
with us at breokfast: ji followed us l:lilo
the strant and foto the theatrs Ha imnu
1o throw It up to me. Tt lured hm away
from me—It made happiness imnoseible
between us, And eo wa wars dlvurcell' and
m}"l\'_l;.'i_\' rumanlu # was brokea

L, ut can vver do,. how muoch
must I'suffer, what gtonement ean | mt::g:::
unto the world 1o make it balleve in me
trust ms and forgive me?’ S
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